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Session: From Passion to Purpose: Empowering Students with Project Based 
Learning+ 

This session helps teachers enhance the quality of project-based learning (PBL) by 

offering a research-backed framework and strategies for creating authentic student 

experiences, including the integration of generative AI tools. These approaches aim to 

elevate both academic and essential life skills, focusing on helping students align their 

interests with academic content. Additionally, this session equips educators with 

practical strategies for fostering student partnerships, building rapport, and cultivating a 

positive classroom culture. 
 

Important Note: This training reinforces principles and provides tools from the book 
‘Project Based Learning+’ by Dr. Jorge Valenzuela. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/product-page/project-based-learning-grades-6-12-enhancing-academic-social-and-emotional
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Participant Outcome 1: Learn to create meaningful learning partnerships by 
building strong connections. 
 

Article, Video, and Activity Tool 
● Building Relationships With Students on Positive Words and High 

Expectations 

● Building Connections With Empathy Maps 

● Empathy Map Template, Kid Version 

Participant Outcome 2: Discover skills to guide students in connecting their 
passions and interests to purpose. 
 

Article:  
● Using Life Skills to Guide Students From Passion to Purpose 

 
Student Handouts:  

● Passion to Purpose 5-Step Organizer 

● Student Interest Exploration Form 

 
FREE eBook: Connecting Passion to Purpose for Adults 

Participant Outcome 3: Explore how PBL empowers students to align their 
passions with academic learning. 
 

Video:  
● STEM Pathways Project Video 

 

Articles:  
● A Simple, Effective Framework for PBL 

● Building Confident Educators 
 

Books:  
● Project Based Learning+ 

 
 
 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/building-rapport-students
https://www.edutopia.org/article/building-rapport-students
https://www.edutopia.org/video/building-relationships-empathy-maps/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dDpy1pnNElvQZFpg-VkbZ6uMBYpAWeUw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1INWmdNR2rvOCarljIRa6tjEBOio1Axcz/view?usp=sharing
https://www.edutopia.org/article/sel-students-sense-purpose
https://wpvip.edutopia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/PBL_Passion_to_Purpose_Planner-2.pdf
https://wpvip.edutopia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/PBL_Resources_for_Special_Interest_Projects.pdf
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/e-book-giveaway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5D8i-BhFsPM
https://www.edutopia.org/article/simple-effective-framework-pbl
https://www.edutopia.org/article/confidence-in-teaching
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/product-page/project-based-learning-grades-6-12-enhancing-academic-social-and-emotional
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Email: info@lifelonglearningdefined.com 
 
Learn More About My Journey: ODU Feature Story     
 
Services: Service Options, Instructional Innovation+ Training, PBL+ Training   
 
Online Teaching Pro Course: Learn More and try the first module FREE.  
 
BOOKS: Instructional Innovation+ & Project Based Learning+ 
 
Social Media: Linkedin: Jorge Valenzuela, Instagram: @JorgeDoesPBL 
 
Subscribe to Biweekly Newsletter: Complete Short Form 
 
Podcast: Listen on Spotify or Watch on YouTube 
 
Websites: Lifelong Learning Defined, Linktree 
 
About the Speaker 
 
Jorge Valenzuela, PhD, is a respected education 
and performance coach, author, and speaker at 

Lifelong Learning Defined. He began his career in 
information technology and education and is known 

for blending science with soul—drawing from his 
backgrounds in computer science, classroom 

teaching, family life, and instructional leadership.  
 
At Richmond City Public Schools in Virginia, he led 
the STEM career pathways program and helped all 

50 schools achieve full accreditation by 2010—a 
systems-level success that shapes his approach 

today.  
 

A PhD graduate and teacher of Old Dominion 
University, his research on computational thinking 
informs his Instructional Innovation+, PBL+, and 
Blueprint for Emotionally Intelligent Leadership 

frameworks. He is also a published researcher and 
host of the Lifelong Learning Defined podcast. 

 

mailto:info@lifelonglearningdefined.com
https://www.odu.edu/article/class-of-2025-one-phd-students-path-it-to-nationally-recognized-educational-leader
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/services
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YAwBwH1dWUPa7FihQy8bjI0KOR7ymscS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DxxXYKsZLD87R8DhZYRR53GBv898LOA_/view?usp=sharing
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/virtual-course
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/product-page/instructional-innovation-coming-soon
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/product-page/project-based-learning-grades-6-12-enhancing-academic-social-and-emotional
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jorgedoespbl/
https://www.instagram.com/jorgedoespbl/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpn2e_aXlQs7O8O23TnttvnwCVNbuH-YnuK4DI0kuEvYFgfg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://anchor.fm/jorge-valenzuela17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PoFUWBuTFeg&list=PLTn6lAdZ7_wsWPh5J8yb42Alb4Nu50Qhv&index=42
https://www.lifelonglearningdefined.com/
https://linktr.ee/jorgedoespbl
https://www.odu.edu/article/class-of-2025-one-phd-students-path-it-to-nationally-recognized-educational-leader
https://www.odu.edu/directory/jorge-valenzuela
https://www.corwin.com/professional-learning-services/key-service-lines/?topic=professional-learning-models&line=instructional-innovation
https://www.corwin.com/professional-learning-services/key-service-lines/?topic=teacher-effectiveness&line=project-based-learning
https://medium.com/the-path-to-self-improvement-through-lifelong/heal-before-you-reveal-a-3-step-guide-to-emotionally-intelligent-leadership-e5db4fac93ca?sk=43d542096d7b29c6011357aac442c93a

